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low betting on racecomwrses to be lega! and
inside the law, My personal feeling, as 1
have said, was stated on those oceasions
to be that the starting-price betting evil had
hecome submerged in an even greater evil, in
an even greater menace to the community;
and that is the spectacle of an illegal busi-
ness being flagrantly carried on under the
cyes of the police every day throughout the
week, without any adequate action for sup-
pressing it, The Commissioner of Police has
appealed for legislative help to make more
effective his effort to put down the evil at
the present day. He has drawn attention, as
regards the owner of premises in which
starting-price betfing is carried om, to the
particular diffieulty involved by the words
“knowingly and wilfully”; and therefore the
Bill seeks to eliminate those words and to
give the Commissioner more effective powers
to enforce the existing law than he has, or
thinks he has, under the existing wording of
the relevant Act of Parliament.

T come now Lo the question of a magistrate
heing entrusted with the responsibility of
dealing with these ecases. There are, of
course, ont our statute-book varions Aets
of Parliament in which the magistrate is
alone to adjudicate on a certain class of case.
In the INicit Sale of Liquor Act, 1913, it
is provided that charges for illicit sale of
liquor shall he heard before a magistrate;
and in the Police Amendment Aect, 1902,
dealing with illicit possession of gold it is
provided that proceedings shall be taken be-
fore a magistrate. Thus there is plenty of
precedent for putting different classes of
proceedings under the control of resident or
stipendiary magistrates,

1t is considered that by taking this per-
tieular elass of offenee from the jurisdiction
of justices of the peace and entrusting it
to a resident or stipendiary magistrate we
shall seenre more uniform administsation
of the law, particularly in the case of fines,
and also more effective administration of
the law, because this elass of ease, such as
hetting, which is not looked upon as a flag-
rant offence hut more like smuggling or
drinking out of hours, is one in whieh jus-
tices on the hench are sometimes placed in
a rather difficult position. It may be that
they have neizghbours or friends—whom they
otherwise respret—who may be involved in
matters of this kind; and if they are on
the bench they may be placed in a position
of some diffienlty, Tt would therefore be
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a relief to the justices and make for more
effective administration of ihe law if, in line
with liguor eases, we provided, as this Bill .
proposes, that eases for keeping a betting
house under this section of the Criminal Code
should be within the province of the magis-
trate himself.

That, I think, sofficiently deseribes the
Bill. As I say, the measure aceepts the
existing law, which Parliament has allowed
to remain on the statute-book, and it merely
seeks to make the administration of that law
more effective. It responds to the report of
the Commissioner of Police when he asks
for more effective legislation to enable him
to administer the law, and I think it will
render a serviee to the community in en-
abling those who ave entrusted with the
enforeement of the law to ecarry out their
duties in the way the community expects
thein to do. T therefore move—

That the Bill e now read a second *ime.

On motion by Hon. C. G. Latham, debate
aljonrned.

House adjourned at 8.31 p.m.,

Begislative Councll,

Thursday, 13th November, 1911,
FPAGE
Question : Cash order conpanles 1868
Bills: Money Lenders Act Amendmeat, Ammblys
Messa, 1869
Industrial Arhitrntinn Aut Amendment ‘recom. 1860
Financlal Emergency Act Amendment, 2r., Com. 1869
\rnrtmﬂzm mxhh Testriction Aot Contlmmnre
2g., Com. report ... 1870
Potata Growers Licenslag, 2i., Com. . 1870

The PRESIDEXNT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—CASH ORDER
COMPANIES.

Hon. Sir TAL COLEBATCH asked the
Chieft Secretary: 1, Are the eash order com-
panies which are operating in Perth and



113 Noveseer, 194313

Fremantle, vegistered under the DMoney
Lenders Act? 2, If not, why not?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
No. 2, There is no information in the hands
of the department to indicate whether or
not these companies come within the pro-
visions of the Money Lenders Act.

BILL—MONEY LENDERS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Assembly's Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
Council’s amendments.

BILL—INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION
ACT AMENDMENT.,

Recommittal.

On motion by the Honorary Minister,
Bill recommitted for the further considera-
tion of Clanse 13.

In Committee.

Tlon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Honor-
avy Minister in eharge of the Bill.

Clanse 13—XNew sections:

The HONORARY MINISTER: I will
explain what happened last night. When the
original Bill was hefore another place, a
penalty provision was included in proposed
new Section 174B, The section was amended
and the penalty placed in proposed new
Section 174A which was struck out last
night. Subsection 3 of proposed new See-
tion 174B commences with the words “Not-
withstanding the penalty provided.” With
the elimination of proposed new Section
174A, no penalty remains. I move an
amendment—

That at the end of Subscction 2 of proposed
new Section 174B the following words be in-
serted:—* ‘Penalty for breach of either of the
above subseetions: Fifty pounds.’?

Hon. C. F. Baxter: That is, not exceed-
Ting £560. : I

Hon. A. Thomson: The words deleted
were “not exceeding £50.7

The CHATRMAN: “Fifty pounds” means
not more than £50. The Honorary Minister
has made an explanation which is not neces-
sary. He has referred to the proposed new
Seetion 1744, which was deleted. Another
place omitted to include the penalty, and the
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defect was diseovered here. The Honorary
Minister has moved this amendment so as
to put the Bill in order. The amendment is
not due to any slipshod manner of doing
things on onr part.

Hon. W. J. MAXNX: 1 wani to be clear
that “fifty pounds” means “not exceeding
£50”; and is not a mandatory fine of £50.
I move—

That the amendment be amended by insert-
ing afler the ward “‘subscetions’’ the words
‘shall not execeed.’’

Amendment on
passed.

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: There was a pen-
alty in proposed new Section 1744 but it
had no connection with proposed new Sec-
tion 174B. They are two separate matters.
The penalty provided in proposed new See-
tion 174A relates to the hindering of offi-
cers in the carrying out of their duties. The
amendment, which is necessary, refers to
preminms charged for securing employment.
When the Honorary Minister stated that this
amendment is to correet what was done ves-
terday, he was wrong.

Amendment, as amended, put and passed;
the clause, as amended, agreed to.

Bill again reported with a further amend-
ment.

amendment and

put

BILL-FINANCIAL EMERGENCY
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Ilon. W.
H. Kitson—West) [4.51] in moving the
serond reading said: The Bill proposes to
confinue the operation of the Financial
Emergeney Aet for a period of 12 menths
ending on the 31st December, 1942. The
Aet was originally passed in 1931, was re-
enacted in 1834, and provided for a general
reduction of 22% per cent. ju salaries, re-
tiring allowances, pensions and interest.
Most of the Act, however, was repealed in
1935, and the only part now remaining in

" operation is that dealing with mortgagors

interest. That legislation has been venewerd
from year to year, and if nob re-enacted will
expire on the 31st Decomber next.

The Act now provides that there shall
be a reduction of 2215 per cent., or a re-
duction fo A per econt., whichever is the
greater, of interest which may be payable
on all morfgages execunted hefore the 3lst
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December, 1831. A mortgagee has the right
to appear before a commissioner, appointed
under the Act, to make application that
the original rate of interest provided under
the mortgage shall apply. Authority is
granted to the commissioner to declare what
may be a veasonable rate, consideration hav-
ing been given to the particular cireum-
stances of the case and also the existing
financial and economie conditions. I think
the House will agree that we really have
no option but to eontinue the statute for
another year, and I have no doubt whatever
that if the war continues for a longer
period we shall have to bring down further
eontinuance measures. I move—
That the Bill be now read a seeond time.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

BEILL—MORTGAGEES’ RIGHTS
RESTRICTION ACT CONTINUANCE.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (llon. W.
H. Kitson—West) [4.56] in moving the
second reading said: The Bill proposes to
continue for a further period of 12 months,
to the 31st December, 1942, an Act which
has been in operation since 1931. The
statute applies to mortgages and apgree-
ments for sale which were in existence at
the date the statute eame into operation.
Under the Ac¢t a mortgagee eannot enforee
his security without first obtaining leave of
a judge of the Supreme Court. In the
case of agreements for the sale of land,
the onus is placed upon the purchasec lo
approach the court; otherwise the vendor
can exercise his rights after the expiration
of one month from the service of the notice
on the purchaser of his intention to do se.

Seetion B of the Act sets out the principles
which the court should take into considera-
tion when dealing with any application
under the Act. The eourt has to decide
whether the mortzamee wonld be likely to
be severely prejudiced by being refused
leave to take action, and whether the mort-
gagor conld redeem his mortgage, or hor-
row at a reaconable rate of interest the
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amount required to redeem the mortgage,
So far as the mortgagor is concerned, the
court would consider whether the granting
of leave would inflict great hardship on
him, whether his default was caused by
general economic conditions, and alse whether
refusal of leave would enable him to meet
his liabitities within a reasonable time,
The Act has been continwed from year
to year since 1931, and now, owing to the
effects of war, its continuanee is, if any-
thing, more neecessary than at any time sinee
1931. 8o Jong as the same conditions ob-
tain, T fear there will be no real gronnds
for discontinuing the parent Act. I move—
That the Bill e now read n second time.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committec.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adepted.

BILL—POTATO GROWERHY
LICENSING.

Second Reading.

Debate resnmed from the previous day.

HON. A. THOMSON (South-East) [5.1]:
I must confess to a feeling of surprise re-
garding the eriticism offered on this Bill.
True, it does not perhaps include all the
provisions that some members wounld like
it to contain, but the Government has seen
fit to introduce # measure having as its
objeet the licensing of potato growers and
the payment of an annunal license fee.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Is that all the Bill
does?

Hon, A. THOMSOXN: To a vertain extent.
It has for its object the improvement of the
industry. That is the reason the Bill is intro-
duced.

Hon. Sir Hal Colebatch: How? Simply by
growers paying a fee?

Hon. A. THOMSON: 1 eould give in-
stances where the same procedure is inm,
operation now. A Bill was passed in this)
House enabling a levy to be made upon wool.
I think that something bike 6d. per bale is
dedueted for publicity and other purposes.’
That was an attempt to help the wool in-
dustry. Again, Mr. Cornell dealt very ex-
tensively with the activities of the Onion
Board which alse has in view an improve-
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wment of the conditions of those engaged in
that industry. This measure, while it is not
all that we would desire, nevertheless is an
honest atbempt by the Government to help
those engaged in the potato growing indus-
try. Potato growers will be licensed and the
fees will provide a certain amount of money
for publicity and other espenses. Delegates
travel to conferences held frequently in the
Eastern States in connection with this par-
ticular industry and the licensing of growers
will mean that they will pay at least a litfle
towards the expenses of such delegates who
at present attend these meetings entirely, or
partly, at their own expense.

Some people argue that the measure re-
presents a desire to fix the price of pofatoes.
There is nothing in the Bill to indicate that
such is the intention. To a great extent one
can sympathise with Sir Hal Colebateh in
his desire to see established a co-operative
effort within the industry, but the strange
faet is that guite a large number of people
who could benefit very materiatly by join-
ing a truly co-operative organisation, refuse
to do so. They are not loyal to their fellow
oTOWErS.

There bas been an endeavour by those
concerned in the industry not to fleece the
publie, but to give growers a reasonsble re-
turn for the money they expend in produe-
ing their erops. Having regard to the mar-
ket price in the Eastern States and the quan-
tity of potatoes available in Western Aus-
tralia, growers have agreed that they would
sell at a certain price, one that provided only
a reasonable return. We find, however, that
some growers, for their personal benefit
have, to use Australian phraseology, “hopped
in,” taken advantage of the price fixed and
ruined the market for those honestly en-
deavouring to carry out what might be
termed a gentlemen’s agreement.

Hon. Sir Hal Colebateh: Will the Bill
prevent that?

Hon. A. THOMSON: No, but if all the
growers were licensed we should know who
was engaged in the industry and perhaps
ultimately out of the license fees im-
posed

Hon. J. J. Holmes:; Is there a charge for
a license?

Hon. A. THOMSON: - For an area ex-
ceeding 1% acres, but not exceeding five
acres, the fee is 10s. Over five acres, but
not exceeding 10 acres it is £1. ~Exceeding
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10 acres, bat not 20 acres, £2, and exceed-
ing 20 acres but not 30 acres, £3. When
apple growers were able to export fruit and
place it on the world’s markets they were
in & position, by virtue of baving a sirong
organisation, to levy on each case of fruit
handled in Western Australia, the sam of
one halfpenny. That has been a great bene-
fit to the industry. Money has been raised
for publicity purposes and for meeting the
expenses of delegaies to conferences in the
Easiern States. I am just as keen a be-
liever in co-operation as is Sir Hal Cole-
bateh, but T consider that this measure is &
step in the right direction,

I trust the second rveading will be agreed
to and when the Bill is in Committee I hope
to be able to persuade the Committee to
agree to substitute “one-quarter acre” for
“one-half acre” in Clause 3. My reason for
suggesting the amendment is that there are
men who ave working on small holdings, per-
haps with the assistance of their families,
and they do not desire to put the whole of
their eges in one basket. They grow a num-
ber of different crops such as cabbages and

. <

turnips, ete., and provision should be made
that if they engnge in the produetion of
potatoes and have a quarter acre under erop,
they should be licensed. The license fee is so
nominal that it is not likely to hurt anyone.
I hope also that Mr. Piesse’s amendment will
be aceepted. It should remove some of Mr.
Cornell’s objections te the Bill.

The PRESIDENT: Order! The discus-
sion on proposed amendments might he left
to the Committee stage.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I have no desire to
delay the House. I feel confident that the
Bill will be passed. It is what might be
termed the first step towards enabling the
potato industry of Western Australia to be
organised, and I am sure that if the measure
is passed it will be helpful and not detri-
mental to the producers. The consumers
will not be affected because for the duration
of the war we have a Price Fixing Com-
missioner who will ensire that no excessive
prices are charged. I support the sceond
rending.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. E.
H. Gray—West—in reply} [512]: I am
grateful that Country Party members in this
House and the Government are working to-
gether on this occasion. The objections to
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the Bill may be attributed to misapprehen-
sion. The measure does mot propose the
formation of a board to contrel the in-
dustry and fix prices. I would like to im-
press on members the fact that the ‘Bill
is the result of consultation between the
Agricultural Council, the Commonwealth
Counecil of ‘Sejentific and Industirial Re-
search and the Ministers in each State. The
measure brings fhis State into line with
other States.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The trouble is that
there is nothing in the Bill!

The HONORARY MINISTER: It 15 a
beginning and the measure has been re-
quested not only by the people I have
mentioned, but also by the growers them-
selves.

Hon. G. W. Miles: What about the ear-
rot growers and the turnip growers?

Hon, H. V. Piesse: Carrots are good
things for donkeys!

The HONORARY MINISTER: Mea-
sures applying to them could be introduced
later on, if necessary. I hope the Bill will
be aecepted.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee.

Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Honor-
ary Minister in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1, 2—agreed to.

Clause 3—Potate growers to abtaln
license:

Hon. A. THOMSON: [ move an amend.-
ment—-

That in line 3 of Subelause 1 the word

“tone-half’” be struck out and the word ‘*one-
quarter'? inserted in liew.
A large number of small producers pgrow
potatoes and other vegetables which are
sent to the market, and as they may nou
grow half-an-acre of potatoes, the area
should he reduced to bring them within the
measure.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS': I hope the Com-
mittee will waste no time on the amend-
ment, To impose such & limitation would
be ridieulous.

Hon. H. TUCKEY : I oppose the amend-
ment. TIas Mr. Thomson considered that
ipstitutions, such as the Fairbridge Farm
School, grow potatoes, and would probably
have to obtain a license?

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: Provision for the
smaller area wounld certainly be preferable,

[COUNCIL.]

Many people in my provinee have sug-
gested that anyone who sells potatoes for
profit should be required to obtain a license.
When people are competing in the market,
a big difference might be made by the
quantities offered by small growers. Some
vears ago South Australia permitted table
grapes to be sold by growers in the metro-
politan arca, and later it was found that
move tahle grapes were being produced on
small areas within the metropolis than in
the vest of the State. If we exempt small
arcas, the ageregnte production from them
might be consideralle. I hope members
will support the amendment. If a person
has one fruit tree, he bas to repister his
place as an orchard.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The rca-
ron why & garden having one fruit tree has
to be registered is that it mast be inspeeted
for truit fly. The Government is opposed to
the amendment because the desire is to get
the industry established. Experience might
show that it was neecessary to incllude
smaller growers, hut an avea of half-an-acre
is a fair thing for a start.

Hon. A, TIIOMSON: Mr. Williams is
inconsistent in his attitude. Nobody may
work on a gold mine unless he has a union
ticket. Why should the hon. member objeet
to the amendment? All the organisations
in my provinee have requested the smaller
area, which is only reasonable, The average
production in this Statc—the highest in
the Commonwealth—is about six tons per
aere, 50 it would be possible for 100 men
on quarter-acre hlocks to market an addi-
tional 200 tons of potatoes. Anyone grow-
ing potatoes in competition with registered
growers should contribute his quota.

Hon. G, Fraser: What would one-quarter
of an aere produce?

Hon. A. THOMSON: From 1% to two
tons, dependent upon the quality and suit-
ability of the snil

IHon. C. B. WILLIAMS : I ohject to M.
Thomson's reference to the goldfields. This
Chamber has repeatedly thrown out legis-
lation proposing preference to unionists and
the court grants preference only under cer-
tain conditions. Whenever we ask for pre-
ference for certain people, Mr. Thomson
opposes it. Anyone with intellizence knows
there is no preference to unionists, and any-
one who likes may enter the goldmining in-
dustry and remain there, even if he has not
a union ticket.
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Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I understand that
the Bill follows an agreement between the
Government and representatives of the
growers and is the limit to which the Gov-
ernment is prepared to go. Now a seetion
of the ecommunity, which unfortunately is
never satisfied, wants to go a bit further.
Members who support that section should be
careful not fo wreck the Bill. Notice has
been given of another amendment. I do
not know whether the sponsor thinks the
measure will be approved without Royal
assent, and to get that will take some time,
Why should not a man grow potatoes if
he wents to¥ There are two crimes that
may be committed in this country; one is
to succeed and the other is to fail. If a
man suceeeds, he is a scoundrel; if he fails,
he is a fool. I oppose the amendment.

Amendment put and negatived.

Hon. W. J. MANN: 1 move an amend.
ment—

That the following proviso be added to Sub-

clause 1:—*‘Provided that a license shall not
be issued to a person engaged in growing or
employed in growing potatoes unless he is a
British subject.’’
There is an element in the industry that
ought to be exposed, and there are people
that need protection. From a great ma-
Jority of the farms eligible sons have en-
listed in one or other of the services, and
the growing erop, in some instances, was
put in by them while they were on
leave. In ofher ecases the c¢rop was
put in by farmers and their younger
children. The young men whe have en-
listed feel that, while they are giving up
a comfortable life with all its amenities,
hundreds of unnaturalised persons, many
of whom cannot speak Englich, are gradu-
ally worming their way into the industry.
Are we to stand idly by and see the herit-
age of those young men taken from them?
Had members been with me yesterday,
they would have seen able-hodied men, most
of them of enemy origin, digging potatoes
while our own people are struggling to keep
their places going.

As to the constitutional aspect, we
should not worry about that hut leave it
to someone else {o prove its unconstitu-
tional application. T.et us do what we
should if it is at all possible. For the love
of God let us show these young fellows
who are fighting for us that we are not
eontent to sit idly by and allow what they
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rightly consider should be their heritage—
[ am not putting over any sob staff but
am speaking the sober truth—to be usurped
by aliens whe have been admitted to the
State and who are now taking away the
livelihood that should be that of the sol-
diers when they return.

I have nothing againat the naturalised.
foreigner. Yesterday's ‘‘West Australian’”
attributed a statement to me in this respect
that I have never mnde. Sir Hal Colebateh
is reported to have said that I would not
allow any person to be employed in the
potato inrdustry unless he was a Briton. 1
did not use the word ‘‘Briton’’ at all, I
quite understand that that was not what
Sir Hal meant, but the siatement attri-
buted to me may have repercussions, There
are many good citizens in the South-West
who are naturalised British subjects and I
have no complaint to voice against them,
but I have a very definite complaint against
the State allowing unnaturalised persons
to take awny the livelihood of those we
should proteect.

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: I oppose
the amendment, not from the standpoint
of its unconstitutional aspect, but hecauvse
it asks us to agree to something that iy ah-
solutely and entirely wrong. When people
are admitted to Awusiralia, they are sup-
posed to enjoy freedom to live and work.
It is all very well for Mr. Mann to talk
about foreigners being unnaturalised, hut
the hon, member knows that those people
must live here for a considerable period
hefore they are able to apply for naturalisa-
tion, and during that period they must live.
Let the hon. member consider our small
population and the fact that our birth
rate is declining to such an extent that it
will not maintain our population. For that
reason alone we must encourage foreigners
to come here.

Hon. W. .J. Mann: Encourage people here
to take away our hoys’ heritage! Is that
what you want?

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: That is
practically a sugpestion that there is no
room in Western Australia for more thanm
460,000 people, and that is absurd. There is
room for a million people here, *

Hon., W. J. Mann: Of conrse, under nor-
mal conditions, but not under the conditions
to which I object.

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: The more
people we admit the better it will be because
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they will make move work for the rest of the
community and thereby help to build up the
State. In the course of his second reading
speech Mr. Mann made references to the
tohaeco industry.  Let me tell him that,
were it not for the work of foreigners, there
wonld be no tobaceo industry in the State
today. It was foreigners that commenced
the industry here.

Hon. W. J. Mann: Most of those people
ave naturalised.

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: A great
many of them are unnaturalised and have
not yet learnt to talk English. The amend-
ment is entirely opposed to British prin-
ciples. People should be encouraged to come
here. If we encourage them, are we to then
tell them that they must not grow potatoes?

Hon. W, J. Mann: Who encouraged them?

{Hon. G. Fraser took the ('hair.]

Hon. Sir HAL CQOLEBATCH: If the
hon. member desives to adopt that attitude,
is he going to search the shops in Perth and
say that the foreigners are not to be allowed
to work there unless they are naturalised,
even though many of them may not have
been here long enough to enable them to ob-
tain naturalisation papers? The prineiple
is utterly wrong. If the Bill is passed with
My, Mann’s proposal embodied in it, T am
positive the Lieut.-Governor would refuse to
assent to it. The Bill would be sent Home
for consideration, and I should think it fairly
certain that the Home authorities would re-
fuse to assent to the Bill. Many of those
foreigners are natitenals of countries that
are fighting for us.

Hon. W. J. Mann: And many of them
are nationals of ecountries fighting against
us.

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: If these
foreigners are objectionable, there is another
way of dealing with them. It would be prac-
tically impossible to earry on our mining
industry were it not for foreigners. T do
not know how the people would fare with
regard to vegetables were it not for those
rrown by foreigners. Vet most of those
people started off as unnaturalised aliens.
In due course they became naturalised and,
generally speaking, they are just as pood
Australians in the conrse of a generation or
50 as many of us ean elaim to be.

Hon. C. B. WILLTAMS: I oppose the
amendment. Only those who have been as-
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sociated with the mining industry know how
this problem affects the national policy. As
I said during my second-reading speech, in
two or three generations the Italians and
Jugoslavs hecome good Australians, with the
result that today we have a man named
Matulich ecalling for vecrnits to fight for
the Empire.  That is not an Australian
name; it is that of a Slav,

Hon. W. J. Mann: Of a Jugoslav.

Hon. J. A, Dimmitt: But he was born in
Anstralia.

Hon. C. B, WILLIAMS: T realise that
he was born in Australia, but I mention that
matter to indieate that we must be careful.
Arve all Australians patriotic? Do they
breed like these foreigners breed? Certainly
not. We are relegating that funection to
Southern Europeans and giving them the
right to people this country. The average
Jugoslav breeds 50 per cent. more than the
Australian or the Britisher.

."Hon. W. J. Mann: To what do you as-
cribe that?

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: To the faet that
he is living in a better eountry than formerly
and hecanse this Parlinment has passed good
legislation such as the Industrial Arbitration
Act to enable him to work under good con-
ditions. That is why such people are jper-
fectly satisfied. Why is there trouble in the
mining industry today? It is because there
are not Australians prepared to eut the
wood necessary for the mines and there never
have been—at the price offered.

Hon. W. J. Mann: They would not do it.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS: What will hap-
pen if the work is not done? If the Ans-
tralians and the Britishers are not pre-
pared te work, then they will develop into
wood and water joeys for the Italians and
Jugoslavs. T do not say they should be
required to work the honrs that ithe
foreigners do, but it is useless to blind our
eyes to faets. When the present war is
over and 250,000 of our finest young men
have been deprived of the opportunity to
breed, and that task rests more and more
with the foreign element, the result will
he that in the course of another 25 years
or so Australin will be more polyglot than
America ever was.

The Australian and the Britisher are too
gelfish to breed. Those willing to breed up
our population are the aliens we have al-
lowed to come here from oversea eountries,
and now Mr. Mann says that we should not
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allow them to grow potatoes! If we adopt
that attitude, what will happen? We will
encourage nefarions practices under the lap.
There will be dummying going on all over
the place, Look what happened in the
Spearwood distriet, where produce had to
be huried simply bhecause someone else got
in under the lap and sold at a profit. T
agree with the objective Mr. Mann has in
view, but there is the aspect to which I
have drawn attention. Many of these
foreigners will inter-marry with Australians
and in a few generations they will be as
good Australians as any others in the
country.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I support the
amendment, which seeks to achieve something
“that an organisation I have been associated
with for many years has been striving for
ever since the declaration of war. 1 sup-
port the amendment for exactly the same
reason that I was against the extension
of the law dealing with refugee doctoys,
I know the diffienlties confronting people
in the South-West, particularly the diggers
from the last war. They are concerned
because while their sons and other young
men are away with the armed forces, the
foreign element is digging in and securing
the best of the produetive land in the South-
West. For the past 18 months the R.5.1.
has heen endeavouring, with Senator Col
lett, to secure an amendment to onr land
laws, making it impossible for foreigners
to hold land while our men are oversea,
It is all very well for Sir Hal Colebatch
and Mr. Williams to say this and to say
that. TUnder the existing National Seeurity
Regulations no alien, naturalised or un-
naturalised, can seeure the transfer of land,
unless he is approved by the Common-
wealth Attorney General.

Hon. Sir Hal Colebateh: If that is so,
what are you worrying about?

Hon. J. CORNELL: That has not proved
satisfactory. A method of evading that pro-
vision has been found by way of dummying
and sub-leasing.

Hon. H. Tuckey: A lot of that is going
on.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Slowly but surely,
these foreigners are getting a firm grip on
what I consider should be preserved for
our men when they retnrn from the war.
It is all very well to talk abont the
foreigners being anxious to serve in this
war, and so on. I know the position in
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the Swan Valley when that area was just
two miles beyond the call-up boundary. I
know how many men voluntesred there.
The number was practically nil. I do not
think an unnaturalised alien should be per-
niitted te engage in this industry.

Hon. Sir Hal Colebatch: What should he
do?

Hon, J. CORNELL: How could he grow
potatoes unless he had the land to plant
them, and where is he to get the land?

Hon. Sir Hal Colebatech: What is the
use of this clanse if he eannot get land?

Hon. J. CORNELL: He could be employed
in the industry. That is what I understand
My, Mann wants. I counsel the Committee
to protect our men oversea.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I gathered from
My, Cornell’s second reading speech that
he was entirely opposed to the Bill.

Hon. J. Cornell: I was; I voted against
the second reading,

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: I think the hon.
member is going the right way to wreck it.
If this amendment is agreced to, the Bill
will have to he reserved for Royal assent,
Sir Hal Colebatch will remember that when
the Licensing Act was amended years ago,
a provision was inserted that Chinese work-
ing on licensed premises hefore the passing
of the Act would be allowed to continue n
their employment; bat that after the pass-
ing of the Act, Chinese were not to be per-
mitted to be employed on licensed pre-
mises. Members were told, as I am telling
the Commiitee today, that the Royal assent
would bie required to that enactment. The
then Glovernment was between the devil
and the deep blue sea. What happened is
that the measure was sent to His Kxeelleney
the (fovernor, who struek out the offending
clause.  Even if the clause is agreed to
here, it will be struck out. One would
think that Mr, Mann was the only person
in the State who had the welfare of Aus-
trolia at heart.

Hon. W, J. Mann: I did not say that;
nor did I infer it.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I have ne sympathy
for forcigmers, but, as I pointed out the
other evening, our fishing industry is in
the hands of foreigners. If we were to
license people to deal in fish and refuse a
license to those foreigners, the public would
be without a fish supply. If Mr. Mann and
Mr. Cornell desire to wreck the Bill, they
arc going the right way to do so.
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Hon. H. V. PIESSE: Mr. Mann has
voiced the opinion of every potato growers’
assoeiation in the State. Whether legal
effect can he given to those opinions is
another matter. After listening to Mr.
Holmes and Sir Hal Colebatch, the point
seems to6 me to be doubtful. Nevertheless,
the three members for the South-West Pro-
vince represent two-thirds of the potato
growers of the State. I have had letters
from potato growers’ associations at Don-
nybrook, Torbay Junction, Albany, which
represents Elleker, Denmark, and Young's
Siding, as well as at Marybrook and from
the combined associations of Busselton,
Dardanup and Manjimup. These associa-
tions have written to me asking me to assist
my colleagues representing the South-West
Provinee to get this important provision
ineluded in the Bill.

Hon. J. J. Holmes:
Minister said it could not be done.
waste time on it 4

on. H. V. PIESSE: We are not wasting
time in putting before the Committee the
opinions of men who have elected us to
represent them, Mr. Holmes himself asked
for advice as to how to deal with foreigners
in the fishing industry. We are asking the
Committee fo assist us in this matter. I
make no apology for doing se, even to the
hon. member who has given us such good
advice about the fishing industry. I com-
mend Mr. Mann for having brought this
matter forward. If, for constitutional
reasons, the provision ecannot be inserted
in the Bill, that is another matter. As Mr.
Mann has pointed out, the labour guestion
is serions. We have foreigners in an in-
ternment eamp wha eould grow hundreds,
perhaps thonsands, of tons of potatoes,
suflicient to feed the peaple of the State.
1 om aware the Governmen! is doing its
hest to eurtail the production at that camp,
and T commend the Government for its ac-
tion. We are here to put hefore the Com-
mittee the requestz of people vitally in-
1orested in the measure.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
amendment 35 definitely not aceeptable to
the Government. T have not consulted
lernl  authorities wpon the point, bot T
iinagine there wonld he no possible chance
of obtaining the Roval assent to the Bill if
thi= provision is included in it. T shall
deal with the matter from the moral aspect,
1 agree with what Sir Hal Colebateh said,

I understand the
Why

[COUNCIL.]

that once a man is admitted to our country
he bas the right to work, provided he obeys
our laws. He has also the right to be pro-
tected. The only hope we have of absorbing
these foreigmers and their children is by
intermarriage, and so they must be spread
throughout the State. An action such as
this would drive them together, and so we
would have a foreign, community with &
grievance, As regards finding work for
our returned soldiers, I hope the brains of
this Committee will do something better for
them than put them to growing and digging
potatoes,

Hon, W. J. Mann:
ahout it,

The HONORARY MINISTER: I do. I
think the amendment is wrong. Even
foreigners who have been naturalised for five
years would be prevented from growing
potatoes.

Hon. J. Cornell. Some foreigners have
been here for 40 years and are not natural-
ised,

The MONORARY MINISTER: Would
tomatoes and other vegetables be grown in
the metropolitan arvea if it were not for
these hardworking foreigners? As Mr.
Williams said, provided they obey our laws,
they and their children should be given every
enconragement. What enconragement will
the ebildron get if their fathers and mothers
are crueified? T hope the Committee will
vote against the amendment.

Hon, G. W. MILES: 1, too, hope the
Committee will not agree to the amendment.
We should bear in mind what the President
of the United States and Mr. Charchill said
in the Atlantie: They were out to win this
war for the hencfit of all peoples.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: With potatoes?

Hon. G. W. MILES: Yes, with potatoes.
As the Minister has said, these foreigners
have been admitfed to the country and we
should not deprive them of the chanee of
earning a livelihood.

Hon. . B. BOLTON: Before I support
the amendment, T have to ask myself a ques-
tion. We have admitted these forcigners to
the conntry. Surely we should neot take
awsay from them the right to live. T do not
hold a hrief for them; but, particularly
under present conditions, it is but right that
we should allow them to engsge in this in-
dustry under the same conditions as other
growers. As was pointed out by Mr. Wil-
liams, where would the State be today were
it not for foreigners engaged in the fire.

You know a lot
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wood industry on the goldfields? Consider
the settlements in and around the metropo-
litan area! Could we get yomng Britishers
to develop the land in the way it has been
developed by foreigners? I say definitely,
no. I am totally opposed to the amendment,

Hon. A. THOMSON: I am rather sur-
prised at the attitude adopted by some mem-
bers, We are not denying foreigners the
right to work. We say that if they are
naturalised they may be licensed. I shall
make one or two comparisons. Suppose an
unnaturalised alien were to apply to the
Licensing Court for a license for a hotel,
would he have a chance of obtaining onef
No objection would be raised in that case.
Recently Parliament passed a Bill provid-
ing for the registration of builders. The
object of that measare was to cope with
foreigners who were undercutting prices.

Hoen. J. Cornell: A Sunday labour Bill
was also introduced.

Hon. A. THOMSON: The Industrial
Arbitration Act and the Factories and Shops
Act also contain strict provisions relating
to foreigners.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: But ihose measures
do not prevent a foreigner from working.

Hon, A, THOMSON: These foreigners
can also work. They can work for licensed
growers. On the one band we say we will
not allow a foreigner to become a member
of the Public Service or of the Education
Department. I have no objection to these
people; they are entitled to work, but the
Federal Government by its National Secarity
Act has laid down that no foreigner is en-
titled to ohtain land while the present war
continues.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: You are dealing with
people who already own this land.

Hon. A. THOMSON: No, I am not! We
kave a duty to perform to the sons of men
who are potato growers to sce that their
beritage is protected for them, if they are
spared to yeturn. The Minister said he
hoped we would be able to give our soldiers
something better than potato digging when
they return. It is a pious hope. Good
money is to be made from potato growing
and digging., I have no desire to prevent
these men from working. T1f they are to
receive & license under our laws they should
be in the same position as a Britisher. If
our people went to their countries, would
thev be granted licenses? I agree with JMr.
Williams that their children will be mood

citizens of this State, and I welcome them.
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We know how slowly but surely the Italiar
infiltration has obtained control of the suga
cane industry in Queensland.

Hon. C. B. Williams: They arc deing al
the woodchopping in this State,

Hon. A. THOMSON: This amendmen
does not deny them the right to chop wood
work in the mines, or grow potatoes for mer
with licenses.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Or their sons, wh
fight for this eountry.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Where ave the whit
potato growers?

Hon. A. THOMSOXN: There are plenty
of them.

Hon. H. V, PIESSE: The Minister asked
Why seitle returned soldiers on the land a
potato growers? Potato-growing land i
today the forerunner of the greatest graz
ing land in this State. [ visited Donnyhrool
and stayed overnight with a man who ha¢
a foreign name. In one yvear he took £5,00(
off his property.

Hon. V. Hamersley: That is more thar
a pastoralist ean.

Hon. H, V. PIESSE: He also has one
of the biggest ecattle herds and is pro
ducing for the milk factory.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Did wvou accept :
foreigner’s hospitality?

Hon. H. V. PIESSE: I slept the nigh
in his house, and was delighied to do so
T have no objection to the employment oi
a man with a foreign name. T have sucl
a man employed in one of my ecompanie:
as an engineer, and he is a very gooc
man. If we can settle returned soldier
on our land between Spearwood and Nor
nalup, with an assured vainfall, it wil
he u good move.

Hon. C. B. WILLIAMS : If potato-grow
ing is all the new order will bring forward
the Refurned Soldiers’ League of Australis
will not be able to dun and bluff the pre
sent-day returned soldiers as it did in 191¥
We had a big strike in the mining industr
in that year, about which Mr. Cornell knows
The league had the andaeity to miin man;
men's lives. Those men earned the wors
name in the working-class vernaeunlar—
“seab.” They were termed special constables
and today that pname has just as bad :
meaning in Kalgoorlie as it had then. Th
returned soldier will get a heritage all right
At that time the heritage they wanted fo
the returned soldier was to bog 3,500 fee
underground. Nothing will change the men-



1878

tality of the present-day Yugo=lav or Italian.
The fact that he has lived in this country
for n fairty long period has not changed his
ontlonk. When the Onion Buard was formed
in this State, it buried thonsands of tons of
onions grown by the decent fellows, while
the other fellows, paturalised and vnnatural-
ised, sold them outside,

Hon. W. J. MAXNN: We are having a
show-down. Membhers would never dare to
malke the same speeches at a recruiting rally.

Hon. Sir Hal Colebateh: To whom are
you veferring?

Hon. W. J. MANN: To Sir Hal Colebatch.

Hon. Sir lIal Colebateh: Do you say I
make speeches here which T would not dare
to make anywhere else?

Hon, W. J. MANN: Yes.

Hon. Sir Hal Colebateh: That is absoln
tely false! I have never yet made a state-
ment in this House that T was not prepared
to make outside. I suggest that Myr. Mann
ceases being personal, or I mirht be tempted
te remind him of something he said.

Hon. C. B. Williams: Our soldiers are
dealing with the ltalians now; what are we
doing to help them?

Hon. W. J. AIAXX: Many years ago Mr.
Holmes made a similar attempt to this, hat
it that time conditions were altogether dif-
lorent. We were then living in normal times,
ind had no National Security Aet,

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 6.13 pam.

Aegislative Assembly,

Thnrsday, 13th November, 1911.
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LASSEMBLY]

QUESTION--KALGOORLIE
HOSPITAL.

Firewood Supplics.

Mr, SEWARD asked the Premier: 1,
What is the name of the contracter who
supplies wood to the Kalgoorlie Hospital®
2, How mueh wood is he called upon wnder
his contraet to deliver weekly? 3, Whut
distance has the wood to be carted? 4, Is
it possible to umse the railwavs at all in
transporting the wood? 5, If so—(a) Are
the railways so used? (b) YWhat distances
is the wood earted by rail? (e) Does the
eontractor receive concession rail freights?
G, On that part of the distance for which
road transport is necessary is prodocer gas
or petrol the propellent foree? 7, What is
the road vehicles’ fuel cost per ton of wood
delivered? 8§, Docs the contractor hold all
other contracts for the supply of woeod to
Government activities? 9, Tf so, what are
they?

The PREMIER replied: 1, T. Kosonich,
2, Approximately 42 tons per week. 3,
Green wood obtained 16 miles south of
Boulder. Dry wood obtnined 30 miles east
of Boulder. 4, No. 5, Answered by No. 4.
6, Neither. Diesel motor truck is used.
7, No information available. 8, No. 9,
Answered by No. 8

QUESTION—INDUSTRIES ASSIST-
ANCE ACT.

As to Regulations.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM (without notice)
asked the Premier: 1, Can the Premier in.
form the Hounse whether it is proposed to
promulgate rezulations under the nmend-
ment tn the Tndustries Assistance Aet of
last vear? 2, If so, when are they likely
to he gazetted?

The PREMIER rveplied: 1, Yes. 2, The
regulations are awaiting the approval of
Exeenfive Couneil at its next meeting and
will he garetted at the first opportunity
thereafter.

BILL—MAIN ROADS ACT (FUNDS
APPROPRIATION) (No. 2).

Seeond Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
H. Millineton-—Mt. Hawthorn)} {4.36] in
moving the seeond reading said: This is
fiie Bil T am snbmitting to comply with



